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February 28, 2006 Yerevan, Armenia -- For Immediate Release
Local Social Scientists and Policy Practitioners Collectively Identify Ways
To Improve the Social State of Armenia
On February 25 and 26, 2006, the Caucasus Research Resource Center – Armenia (CRRC-Armenia) and the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) - Armenia hosted a two day conference entitled Social State: Concept, Armenian Reality and Perspectives, which took place in Tsakhkadzor, Armenia. The conference brought together Armenian government officials, key researchers from Armenia, Germany and the UK, and members from local and international organizations. 
The goal of the conference was to promote a better understanding of the social state and its current system of administration in Armenia using examples and comparative reviews from other countries such as the U.S., Iran and European countries such as the U.K. and Germany. The primary areas discussed were labor and employment, health care, education, security, migration and civil society. 
Over sixty (60) experts participated and worked together to discuss opportunities to ameliorate the social state in Armenia as proclaimed in Article 1 of the Constitution of the Republic of Armenia. In the course of two full days, the conference participants helped identify current problems related to the state of Armenia and identified solutions for its future. At the end of the conference, a list of recommendations were suggested which will shortly be compiled in a formal declaration and submitted to local government officials, and will be disseminated to the public as well. CRRC-Armenia and DAAD will also publish all conference materials and disseminate them to the local and international social science community in the next couple of months. 
One of the key highlights of this conference was that DAAD alumni and CRRC-Armenia fellows were able to collaborate and exchange experiences and knowledge. The conference also allowed them to partake in an enriching dialogue between leading scientists, representatives from the Armenian National Assembly and the Central Bank, the Armenian Ministry of Education and Science, the Armenia Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs, the Armenian Ministry of Finance and Economy, the Armenia Ministry of Health, as well as representatives from international organizations and NGOs such as USAID and Counterpart International, among others. 
The conference was officially opened by Heghine Manasyan, Director of CRRC-Armenia, Lara Tcholakian, Regional Director of CRRC, Ruth Büttner, Director of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) in Armenia and Ara S. Avetisyan, Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Education and Science of Armenia. 
For more information on this conference or about the host organizations, please visit the following websites: www.crrc.am and at www.daad.am.
Caucasus Research Resource Centers (CRRC) is a network of research and training facilities located in the capitals of Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia. CRRC is a program implemented and managed by the Eurasia Foundation with generous support from the Carnegie Corporation of New York. Privately managed with support from the U.S. Agency for International Development and other donors, the Eurasia Foundation has made more than 7,500 grants totaling over $153 million in 12 countries of the former Soviet Union since 1993.  For more information, please visit www.eurasia.org. For more information on CRRC activities, and a complete list of our independent advisory committee members, please contact:

CRRC Armenia:  Ms. Heghine Manasyan, Tel/Fax: +374 (10) 58-13-30, 58-14-50

52 Abovyan Street, 3rd Floor, Yerevan, Armenia 375025; crrc@crrc.am, www.crrc.am 
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