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News Bulletin 
                                            









1. Methodological training sessions are designed to face emerging needs of local scientists in equipping them with knowledge and skills on advanced research practice in particular area of interest. During July - August 2005 three methodological training sessions have been organized for 30 participants from various fields: academicians, faculty, researchers, policy practitioners, etc. Here is the list of these sessions:

( “Gnoseological and Methodological Aspects of Scientific Debates” was conducted by Dr. Hovhannes Hovhannesyan (YSU).

( “Econometric models using E-Views” was conducted by Mr. Hayk Barseghyan (AEPLAC). Corresponding certificates were provided to those who successfully completed the course. 

(  “Demographic Transition, Long-term Trends, Present Situation and Challenges” was conducted by Dr. Ruben Yeganyan. Most of the materials presented were taken from regional workshop on “Theory of Demographic Transition” held in April, in Tbilisi, by world known specialist 
Dr. Anatoly Vishnevski (Russia).
2. Lectures, seminars and workshops (4 of them in this period) addressed actual problems in social sciences and contemporary trends of Armenian society. A series of workshops on regional security, peculiarities and influence of globalization, as well as, tendencies of Islamism in world politics attracted many of local scientists, policy practitioners and NGO representatives. 

( “Regional Security Dynamics in the Global World”, “Democratization in a Comparative Perspective”, and “Islamism in World Politics” workshops have been led by Dr. Khatchik Der-Ghukasyan (Argentina), who is specialized in International Relations and Security Issues. 
( A regional workshop on “Economies in Transition” (in Tbilisi) with involvement of leading specialists from Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan was organized in July.







Book acquisition
During past two months the library was completed with modern books mainly on the European integration, economic sociology, empirical data analyses. Of particular interest may be the following books:

“The Sage Handbook of Qualitative Research” by Norman k.Denzin and Yvonna S. Lincoln, 2005
“The European Social Model: Modernization or Evolution?” by Nick Adnett and Stephen Hardy, 2005
“Electronic Government Strategies and Implementation” by Wayne Huang, Keng Siau and Kwok Kee We, 2005
“Encyclopedia of Social Theory” by George Ritzer (volume 1,2), 2005
“The Handbook of Economic Sociology” by Neil J. Smelser and Richard Swedberg, 2005



E – Resources
Through the WEBOPAC (WEBIRBIS) researchers can have access to the online catalog of the CRRC-Armenia library. There are different options available for searching books by keywords, authors’ name, ISSN/ISBN, themes, lists etc. The database is updated every 3 months. The WEBOPAC is available in Russian at: http://www.crrc.am/index.php/en/24/999/ 


The EERC economics research network announced Economics research grant competition to award up to $14,000 to individual researchers or small research teams (http://www.eerc.ru/default.aspx?id=26).  Deadline - October 17, 2005
The OECD Programme on Institutional Management in Higher Education (IMHE) has issued a call for papers (http://www.oecd.org/document/33/0,2340,en_21571361_34712006_35132449_1_1_1_1,00.html) for an international conference to be held in Paris 11-13 September 2006 on "Values and Ethics: Managing Challenges and Realities in Higher Education".

”Sociology of art” training course is organized by the institute of sociology of the Russian academy of science, October 10-November 4, 2005 http://www.sociology.ru/
Andrew W. Mellon Postdoctoral fellowship for 2006/07: http://www.wesleyan.edu/chum/mellon.html
Laurance S. Rockefeller fellowships for 2006-2007 
http://www.princeton.edu/~uchv/LSR_Fellowships.html 
The Alan R. And Barbara D. Finberg Fellowships in International human rights for 2006-2007
http://hrw.org/about/info/fellows.html

UNDP's Human Development Report 2005 released recently: http://hdr.undp.org/reports/ 
Together with British Council-Armenia, IREX and AISEC, CRRC-Armenia has initiated an annual Regional Promotional Program (RPP) to contribute towards building and strengthening professional capabilities of young specialists in Marzes (regions). The project will be implemented in almost all regions of Armenia, with special focus on promotion of learning opportunities, skill building, and networking. 




“Ethnic Minorities - Theory and Reality”, workshop, September 5-8, 2005
“Economies in Transition”: workshop on materials of the regional Training of Trainers, September 9, 2005
“Social Capital: main definitions, measurement methods and application areas”, September 13-16, 2005

“Tolerance and Regional Peace Building: Comparative Analysis of Armenia, Georgia, and Azerbaijan” workshop, September 20, 2005

“Ethno-cultural processes in contemporary world”, September 25, 2005

“Qualitative Research Methods: Theory and Practice” regional methodological training, September 25-27, 2005, Tbilisi, Georgia
“Mega Trends of Social Transformations“: methodological training, September 26-30, 2005
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Data Initiative  2005








      Events at CRRC-Armenia





No. 2, July -August, 2005





The second set of databases created as a result of household survey conducted in 2005 within the CRRC Data Initiative (DI) successive program will be presented to broader audience. The launch of DI 2005 will be held on October 10, 2005 in the capital cities of Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan simultaneously. Complete versions of both 2004 and 2005 databases will be available to local and international social science research community for download from our web site: � HYPERLINK "http://www.crrc.am" ��www.crrc.am�.   








CRRC-Armenia in cooperation with International Network for the Availability of Scientific Publications (� HYPERLINK "http://www.inasp.info" ��INASP�) initiated a “Promotion of Information Literacy in the South Caucasus (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia)” program, which will be implemented during eighteen months starting from January 2006. The program is funded by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural organization (UNESCO).





The overall goal of the program is to strengthen information literacy, information management, regional and international network creation, and to contribute towards peace keeping in the South Caucasus. 





The specific objectives of the project are:�


-to provide tools and methods for effective information dissemination and information management, electronic sources, and on-line communities;


�-to enhance the capabilities of local resource centers (libraries, archives, research institutes, etc.) and to forge regional network of information specialists to ease information flow and to contribute towards peace keeping in the South Caucasus.��


CRRC-Armenia will circulate announcement-invitations to all applicable organizations to participate in the program.








www.crrc.am





CRRC-Armenia welcomes any suggestions in terms of provision of books, periodicals and other resources for social science researchers in Armenia. With these kinds of suggestions, please, turn to CRRC-Armenia new librarian Anna Arzrumtsyan.





Invitation to Cooperation





�( CRRC-Armenia has initiated the creation of two databases: social science researchers’ database and database of research available in Armenia. We are looking forward to involving you in this process and to including information about you and your publications in social sciences.





(  We are also encouraging local and international researchers to conduct studies based on the datasets developed by CRRC according to the conducted Household surveys in all the South Caucasian countries. The results obtained through such studies that reflect household economic behavior and social attitudes in the region could be placed at our website and presented to the world community of social scientists and policy practitioners. 





(  Providing you with quality services and support remains one of our foremost concerns. Please share with us your ideas on how to develop our services. 





UNESCO Grant








    September events at CRRC-Armenia:











Dear colleagues, friends   


      


The merited follower of the medieval Armenian universities, the Yerevan State University (YSU), the developer of rich educational-cultural traditions of our nation, bears with dignity and responsibility the great mission of standard bearer of Armenian institutes of higher education (IHE) through opening new furrows for IHE-public and IHE-economy cooperation.  


In order to greatly confront education in compliance with international standards, modern educational methods and technologies with modern scientific researches and aiming to create a professional intellectual potential YSU actively cooperates with international structures. 


In the field of social sciences special attention should be paid to the Caucuses Research Resource Centers (CRRC) – Armenia, which was established three years ago through cooperation of the Eurasia Foundation and Carnegie Corporation. Being located in YSU the Caucuses Research Resources Centers provides free of charge services to the social science specialists of the IHE, academic institutes, state structures and NGOs of the Republic. 


To our pleasure the numerous positive feedback on Center activities evidence that the latter implements its mission successfully. The various functions of the center involve the library and computer laboratory supplemented with contemporary literature and electronic sources of social sciences, a wide range of methodological trainings, workshops, lectures and round-table discussions. The interest of young, as well as already realized scientists towards the center is also due to the new initiative of CRRC-Armenia – its Fellowship program.


The databases collected by the Center are rather unique and rich, which enable to study the scientific, educational, cultural, political and social-economic developments and problems of the South Caucuses countries. Naturally, similar researches considerably promote sustainable cooperation between the professors and scientists, political and social officials, as well as encourage organization of meetings of state officials in terms of mutual compromises and tolerance. 


As a Vice rector of YSU and CRRC-Armenia Local Advisory board member, who has its endowment in formation of Center strategy and action programs, I would like to welcome the devoted work of all CRRC-Armenia employees and to assure that the YSU management highly appreciates the activities of CRRC-Armenia and will continue assisting the Center aiming to promote sustainable and continuous development of social science potential, as well as stable and peaceful cooperation in the region.   





Ara Avetisyan


YSU Vice rector, Professor      








“Nothing best has ever been achieved without enthusiasm”





R.W. Emerson





        Outreach activities 





        Interesting information 





Address: 52, Abovyan Street 3rd floor, rooms 305, 307, 309, 312, Yerevan 375025, Armenia


Tel/Fax: (374 10) 58 13 30, 58 14 50 


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:crrc@crrc.am" ��crrc@crrc.am�  URL: � HYPERLINK "http://www.crrc.am" ��www.crrc.am�








Armenia


Caucasus Research Resource Centers





�





The Caucasus Research Resource Centers program (CRRC) is a Program of the Eurasia Foundation and the Carnegie Corporation of New York. It is a network of resource and training centers established in the capital cities of Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia with the goal of strengthening social science research and public policy analysis in the South Caucasus. 








July 6, 2005 – A meeting with Yerevan State University guests - students from California State University, Fresno (USA) headed by Barlow Der Mugrdechian, was organized to present CRRC-Armenia activities and Armenia’s developments.  





August 6, 2005 – During the meeting with students from Arizona State University (ASU), who visited Armenia for a Summer Practicum Program at the Yerevan State University, Dr. Heghine Manasyan, CRRC-Armenia Director delivered a presentation entitled  “Introduction to Armenia: Ancient Land, New Direction” - on long term development path and current trends of the Armenian Economy. 
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       IT Lab and Library








