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This conference is hosted by the Eurasia Foundation’s Caucasus Research Resource Centers (CRRC) and is organized in cooperation with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) representative offices from Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia. 

The purpose of this conference is to bring together scholars, researchers, and policy practitioners from academic and research institutions, government agencies, and non-governmental organizations from Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia to reflect on current socio-economic issues that are imminent in the South Caucasus and discuss the role that the IMF plays in addressing these. 

The outcome of this conference will be to develop a report that outlines key topics that were assessed and recommendations made during the conference and can be submitted to government agencies in the region.  All presentations will be conducted in English. Simultaneous translation in Russian will be available. 

Objectives of Program

I. Day 1 - Plenary Sessions. Transitional Problems and Outcomes in the South Caucasus
These sessions will address common problems and common solutions that relate to the South Caucasus. The conference speakers will present their assessments on current socio-economic and political problems that these countries are confronting and explain how the IMF is addressing these. Conference speakers will also identify key reforms that are important to be undertaken in each country. 

II. Day 2 - Roundtable Discussions. Global Trends and Development Challenges in the South Caucasus 
Conference participants will form working groups to discuss contemporary issues that are relevant to the South Caucasus namely global trends and development challenges. Based on these discussions, CRRC will identify specific policy recommendations that could be further developed by local public policy analysts. 
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Wednesday, May 31, 2006
Arrival of participants from Baku and Yerevan

Thursday, June 1, 2006
9:30 – 10:00 Registration 
10:00 - 10:15 Welcome and opening remarks

· Roman Gotsiridze, President of Georgian National Bank

· Hans Gutrbod, Program Director, Caucasus Research Resource Centers

· Andrea Harris, Vice President for the South Caucasus, Eurasia Foundation

10:15 - 12:00 Transitional Problems and Outcomes in Armenia
The session will present current challenges in Armenia and the IMF’s strategies to stabilize the CIS countries. The guest speakers will discuss some of the strategies related to the Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP) and the IMF’s Long Term Program Engagement. Some speakers will focus on regional trade issues, the financial sector, structural reforms and governance. 

· James McHugh, IMF Country Representative in Armenia

· Tigran Sargsyan, Chairman for the Central Bank of Armenia

· Suren Poghosyan, Ph.D., Budget Advisor, LIT Team Leader, DFID "Support to the Roll-out of Programme Budgeting in Armenia" Project

· Heghine Manasyan, CRRC-Armenia Director (moderator)

11.30 - 11.45 Coffee Break

11:45 - 12:45 Question and Answer, Open Discussion 

12:45 - 14:00
Lunch (Hotel Courtyard Marriott)
‘
14:00 - 15:45 Transitional Problems and Outcomes in Azerbaijan
The session will present current challenges in Azerbaijan. It will address issues such as poverty, the labor market, migration and refugee displacement, education and health. Guest speakers will explain the strategies used to address these challenges with special attention to the strategies implemented by the IMF. 
· Basil Zavoico, IMF Country Representative in Azerbaijan

· Azer Askarov, Head of Division on Monetary and rate of exchange policy, Central Bank of Azerbaijan

· Sabit Bagirov, President of Azerbaijan Foundation for Business Development and Entrepreneurship 

· Michael Choe, CRRC Outreach Coordinator (moderator)

15:15 - 16:15 Question and Answer, and Open Discussion
16:15 – 16:30 Coffee break

16:30 – 18:15 Transitional Problems and Outcomes in Georgia 

This session will present current challenges in Georgia. It will address issues such as poverty, the labor market, social protection, education and health. Guest speakers will explain the strategies used to address these challenges, with special attention to the strategies implemented by the IMF. 
· Robert Christiansen, IMF Country Representative in Georgia

· Aleksi Aleksishvili, Minister of Finance of Georgia 
· Mikheil Dzibouti, President of Association of Economists of Georgia 

· Levan Tarkhnishvili, CRRC-Georgia Director  (moderator)

17:25 – 18:25 Question and Answer, and Open Discussion 

19:00 Dinner
(Restaurant “Meidani”)

Friday, June 2    

9:00 – 13:15 Roundtable discussions: Global Trends and Development Challenges in the South Caucasus

9:00 – 10:00 Developmental Challenges in the Caucasus
·  Moderator: James McHugh, IMF Country Representative in Armenia 

10:00 – 11:00 Dutch Disease in the South Caucasus 
· Moderator: Basil Zavoico, IMF Country Representative in Azerbaijan 

11:00 – 11:15 Coffee Break

11:15- 12:15 Perspectives for Growth and Development for the South Caucasus 
· Moderator: Robert Christiansen, IMF Country Representative in Georgia 

12:15 - 13:15 Linking the Research and Policy Making Communities in the South Caucasus 

Hans Gutrbod, Program Director, Caucasus Research Resource Centers, Eurasia Foundation

13:15 Closing Remarks
